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For ſo is the will of God, 1 ith 


well doing ye may put to filence the 
en of fool A Men. 


HESE Words, Ich TILE in 


deliver'd by way of Advice up- 
on Complaint made, and Con- 


confeguence and importance to the regular 
Progreſs . Chriſtianity : The Elect, to 
whom t iſtle was wrote, were Stran- 
gers that Had embraced” the Faith in the 


the Context, ſeem to have been 


ſultation had in a Point of great 


Churches of Pontus and Galatia, Aſia, Cap- 


padocia, and Byrhimia, Provinces of the 


Roman Empire, to which the Fews were 


juſtly look d upon to be no ſtedfaſt Friends. 
Witneſs, that enſnaring Queſtion of theirs 


to our Saviour concerning the Tribute; and 


their more open Oppoſition afterwards to 
their Governours, which coſt them their 


City and Temple, and the loſs of all that 
ey Nele dear to them. 
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8 " the . theſs hrefiach ory 
N " os that the Diſciples of the Croſs met 
| with ſo very ill Treatment at their firſt ſet- 
ting forth into the World, as being wrong. 
bully ſuppoſed to be of the like perverſe and 
ſtubborn Diſpoſition with the unbelieving 
x Tſ-aelites, though their religious Views and 
3 moral Principles were widely different from 
E erna the other, being led by FE 4 0 of Love 
=o. ws of a ſound Mind. 
\ Thus it came to paſs, "that whilſt the 
were wholly, taken up in following their 
* bleſſed Maſter's Inſtructions, informing the 
Ignorant, cloathing the Naked, and ſhew- 
ing the excellency and fincerity of their 
Faith by the ſerviceableneſs of their Works; | 
they were induſtriouſly repreſented by their 
Enemies of the Heatheniſn Perſwaſion, as 
forming a Party againſt the Civil Eftabliſh- 
| + _ ment, and teaching the ordinary People to 
ain at high Things, and forſake the Order 
and Relations that Providence had placed 
them under, to the manifeſt irbance of 
„ human Society, wherever the at footing. 
his indeed was an Accuſation as heavy 
? and grievous as it was falſe and groundleſs, 
and ſuch as the Chriſtian Community could 
by no means remain eaſy under; for ſuch 
miſtaken Notions muſt needs alarm the tem- 
pPoral Powers, wo bring on what was ſpoken 
olf the holy 7eſus by Simeon the Prophet, 
Z n. Bebola this C ill is ſet for the fall and riſ. ng 
ou Kin of many in Iſrael, . m_ 4 en * 
all be * e. 
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An ſuch an Exigency ( poſſibly) ſome of 
theſe Converts. might addreſs themſelves to 
St. Peter for direction upon the Caſe, in 
Mords of this import: ** Bleſſed Apoſtle of 
our Lord, who perfectly underſtandeft 
& his Will, ſay how ſhall we demean our 
E © ſelves ſo as the good we do may be well 
e ſpoken- of; direct us to the faireſt 'and 
© moſt effectual Method to wipe off this un- 
« juſt Calumny, and preſerve our ſelves in 
& the good liking of. thoſe for whom we re- 
* tain the-greateſt Veneration and Eſteem; 
 * teach us above all to walk unblameably in 
.  * the Sight of him who is higher than the 
„ higheſt, and no reſpecter of Perſons: To 
« whom after this tranſient Scene is ended, 
s and all diſtinctions ceaſe, but thoſe of Good 
« and Evil, every Man ſhall give an Account, 
sand receive his final Allotment according 
as he has ſquared his Principles and Acti- 3 
* ons in Regularity or Diſobedience.. *Þ |} 
Ihe Apoſtle gives a clear direction upon 
it that fully comprehends the Caſe. I be- verſe 11; | 
ſeech you Brethren as ſtrangers and pilgrims, 12, 13,16. 
abſtain from filthy luſts, that war againſt the '* 
 - ſoul; having your converſation. boneſt among 
theGentiles : that whereas they ſpeak aga inf ; 
Jon as evil doers, they may by your good works {| 
 » which they ſpall behold, glorify God in the. |} 
day of Viſitation. Submit your ſelves to .. 
very Ordinance. of man for the Lord's Sake: k k 
whether it be to the king, as ſupreme; or un- | 
to gouernaurs as unto them that are ſent by 
him for the puniſhment of evil dert, and the 
Rrt,[r | praiſe © 
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_—_— e do wel, 20 b 5 U isthe 
will of God, thut with well doing je may prit 
fo Silenct tie ignorante of fooliſ Men. 
© The Senfe of Inſtrudioh'thisSeriprureat- 
fois is, that if we will confult the genuine 


Spirit and influence of our holy Religion, 


we ſhall find that there is in it, beſides a 
tender ſupply for all that are in Want, 4 
duty alſo and decency enjoyned, toward 
Preheminency and all lawful Authority, 
be it in Church or State; this muſt lead on 

regulate, and inſpire all our other Deſigns of 
publick Benificence, or ſecret labour of 
Love; if Chriſtians would adhere to the 
Example and Precepts of their Lord and 
Maſter, and ſo paſs tlie Stage of this trou- 


bleſoms World, that their vertuous Actions 


may appear irreproachabl y bright, andcharm 
the Beholders into an Imitation of the ſame 


5 perfect Rule; they muſt firſt of all be gi- 
ven to good Works, But then care muſt A 


taken that they be well ſpoken of; the due 


_ Exerciſe and Performance of them muſtbe in 

ſuch manner regulated, as to he conſiſtent 

vith and promoting of the Security and Peace 
of the Government we live under, and agree- 
able to the righteous Deſigns of choſe exal- 
ted to a Sphere above us, favouring the great 


Work they have in hand, which the Text 


informs us, is the puniſhment of evil"doers 


ani the praiſe of them that ao well," In few 


Words, we muſt ever be mindful to recom- 
mend our heneficence hy a ſteady A Negiance, 


3 "ng" — we are. intent on welk doing in 
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all the inſtar 8 and = ſubmit verle 134 


our ſelves unto every ordinance of man forthe 

Lor ee 01 514 59702 Dri 

Theſe important regards are linkt and af. 

ſociate to the nature of things, as well as 

by the Precepts of revealed Religion; — 

mor God bath. thus joyned. ler no man put 
7. 7 ++ is; 


aſu 

50 0 preſerve and 8 this 9 15 1 
ö hal beg leave.to, compriſe at once and with 
mutual Aſpect, the Duties we owe both to 
gur Superiours and Inferiours, both here de- 
ſcribed and. epreſented in the Originals, 
«272/21, and & g, ð̃ , and ſhew how it is 
the Wi Lor God that we bear a ſtrict regard 
in our Practice to both of, them conjoyntly 
taken, that they. do not interiore or hinder 

each other. 

II. Secondly, ITchall ; point out and difplay 
the it Heh» and hricneſs of the-Obli- 
Sations after the ſame Method. And. 
III. Thirdly, For a ſtanding: and ſufficient 

Motive to ſupport and encourage ſuch a de- 
cCorous and benevolent Deportment, I ſhall 

diſcover the great Honour it reflects upon the 
Chriſtian Religion, by confounding the worſt 
Ob jection that was ever formed againſt it, and 
putring to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 
Under every Article as we proceed, we | 
ſhall have ground to Contemplate zhis.grace gm. y 4 
wberein we fland: And obſerve the Excel- 
lency and Dignity, che Office and Authority. 
of that Profeſſion, whoſe more immediate 
bulineſs 1 it is, who have it given them in 
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(6). 

With; and eſteem it the chief Em ploy- 
ment and Happineſs of their lives to cult 
vate and enforce theſe ſocial Duties. 


I. For the Will of dür great Creator, who 


le. xvii. made of one blood all the nations upon Earth, 
a6. 


and determined the Times before appoint- 
ed, and the Bounds of their Habitations: 
The Paternal and Magiſterial Authority 4 

roſe from the Reaſon of Things, and the Or- 
der and Station wherein they individually 


rang d and took their Places at the beg e 


of the World. And as Mankind multiply 
and repleniſti d the Earth, they were invited 
for their mutual ſecurity to incorporate into 
States and civil Societies, and bind them: 
ſelves by joint conſent to adhere to their 
Rulers and Guides, and be ſudſervient and 
aſſiſtent to one another. AE += Þ 

So that there was A Conkbindien) andSub- 
ordination in human Affairs laid and eſta- 
bliſhed by Wiſdom and torres before any 
Written Revelation of the Will of God came 
forth to make the Bonds more ſtrict and ſa- 
cred for all good Offices; which is the pro- 

r Work 10 Notion of Religion. By this, 
Hub jects are inſtructed in their Duties, firſt 
to God, and then to his Vicegerent, and not 
to reſiſt his Ordinance. By this, the Over- 
ſeers of the Houſhold of God, and thoſe that 
"rule well are to be counted worthy F dau- 
Ble bonour, and to be rechen bre and fol- 


eb. 13. 7 lowed in the Faith, becauſe they ſpeak unto 


von the word of God; and ſo in all other 
e and by the moſt folemn ne 
| „„ 1B 


iſt he ities . Sede from the 0 

Jowelt to the higheſt, arid ſo again in the de- 
lable by the command- 

weft of God, which is too evident to be en · 


ſcent are made 1 1nvio 


14 25 upon. 


Paſs we on . to attend to 1 | 
9 of the Will of God for the 


rule and guidance of our Lives; which is, 
that we ſhould be daily converſant in Well 


doing: Milt thou not be afraid of the power = 
(fays the Apoſtle)? do that wobich is good ze 3 


and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame. Zeal” 


without Knowledge: or Benevolence, will | 


have. no laudable Influence or Effect. 


But without Controverſy, he is the beſt 
Member of Society that ſtudies to make 
himſelf the moſt eminent and uſeful 'in his 
Place, by conferring Kindneſſes and good 
Turns to all about him, adding to the lick 


Stock as much as in F 
And that this is conform and agreeable to 


che Will of God, appears from the qualifica- 


tlons And conduct of all that ever we read to 


be high and eminent in his Favour; to whom 


every delegation of Power, was always at- 
tended. with a proportionable emanation of 


Goodneſs: , for as his Majeſty is, ſois his mercy. 18. 


The greateſt Elevation of all noble and 
ſublime Endowments is among thoſe that 
ſtand before the preſence of the moſt High 
God, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 


or pr incipalities, or powers : "all created by Colo. i, 
him and for him, that never reſiſted his Will af 


at any time; yet 5 and glorious Intel- 
| ligences 
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than We AE mpreh At p gent. they A 


bound ich fuck rh unde ccnlien 
b as to exerciſe an intend over ü i Irs, 
Heb. i, i. 14. e i 7405 e 
vation. Pe hi ghly hb dütable. awen 
the c F'Mat ite fy reme br: fabor e 
Rom. xiii, is alfb che miſter of Godt, LN us for. 50%, 
4. 3 nid d proſper and p ri more, . 116 75 : 
= Work and that all Ge , 
Fat is tlie Will of our; I. Cap 
ry „. 1, founding his Church 1 he 109 15 
dained FAG In. things pertaining. 7510 God 
3 a RO yatPrieſthood, a Miniſtry, Who! le Char- 
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| 2 Cor. v their Werdet te e 3 1 8 chi 
[29 with deference and reſhe&, to FRO 

| x Per. . 2. a8 ting the bb ght 0 0 Fithe 72 
f with "a ready mind, EE 80 Venera- 
tion för their Perſons,” as | thoſe. that a1 are ap- 
pointed t6 watch over their Souls, With. i 
In ratſtude and obſervancę for their Labours, S,, Mt 
| 2 Tel. v. ps Them ozr e 1 Mets works 1 80 
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Chriſt? is a State 8) ets 0 e the Su- 
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encourage the Verttious or Penitent; and re- 
keand reftraintheGainſayers, and preſerve 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
This is undeniably clear, not only from 
che Nature and Inſtitution of ſuch a Society, 


withdut à Diſtrict, an cettairtPetſons In'pe- 
1 Cafes te VE x, is a ock Nope | 
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you fes, 
nder af ifolt 05 
Spirituals as Welk a 


foris of Obedience in in 
inporäls, there r muſt 
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Fof if a Man- 
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nd: Rave 2 tight to claim 2nd emand'it of 


beſtow itt I fall but upon his Eguals or, 


Conf oft © As to the height an extent of 
hrs: Uthority "for thers the main Jealouſy,” 


B 2 Boar 


in, t n 70 Doubtful or Erroheous, _ 
fo o Wel and F ceble-hedrted, __ 


| bit from the Strength and Tendency dftheſe © 
Relations therein, of Inferiority nd Super 
. e g each qther. A Ruler EL 


duch to be 1 by 0 ur Saviour; . 
6 1 bees y Energy br Sher ob 
Action, is a agg Wg h Tap 1018 and 


be ſome authoriz:d belton for them t6? ope- 
ribs towards,” arherivi 6 they would be vain, 
| 1224 0 15 contraty't to al 1 


en date Obedience to ; 
mother, and he ben not Nis proper Superior,” 


hich? itt re ui Cale, then n may he; if he ; 
pleaſes”: vit hola His Submiſſion, r if he 
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is good and acceptable in the br of 
ſtituted with no other Deſign in the world, 
but to make the World better, and ſmooth 
out a more ſecure and peaceful Paſſage to 


: i 


: heavenly Reſt and Felicity. 
Io conclude this Point; It is certainly the 
Will of God thatall Men, whatſoever their 
Station and Calling be, muſt employ their 
Abilities in well- doing. Beneficence is age- 
neral Vertue, the poor toe have always with 
1, and God has implanted in every human 

_ Breaſt a generous Propenſity to aſſiſt all that 
chance to fall belore the common level of 
Felicity: Every Superiority in Knowledge, 
Riches, Poſt, or Power, implies ſuch Ten- 


f 


5 A and Care; in juſt Reaſon it is expect- 
ed, that the any ways Exalted ſhould delight 
_ thus to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by ben 


4 * „ . * 
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their 33 with Works of Charity and. 

Love, 7 eedl mg. the bouſhcld of God. Bleſſed Luke xii, 

are. choſe. Evans Wren The. Lord ſal find e. 

fo, doing. I 

ADay will come, after we ſhall have been _ 

all level'd in the Grave, and nothing but our | 

Works can follow us, when it will more 

clearly appear who has fulfill'd the Will of 

God, and who has acted contrary to it; then 

2 grand enquiry will be made, who has far- 

thered, and Ae has obſtructed the Intereſts 

of Mercy and Peace. In the mean time, 

this is the foundation of our Hope, and this 

we muſt affirm conſtantly, that he that be- rit. ii. 8: 

lieveth in God muſt be careful to maintain” 

good works : To ds good Therefore, and to heb. xi. 

communicate, forget not e for with ſuch ſa- is. 
erifices God is well pleaſed. And if ye know John xi. 
the. will of God, happy are ye if ye do it. 7. | 
Not ſeperately and by halves, but the 
whole Will of God, in all the main Inſtances 
of Duty. AChriſtian Subject muſt not think 
to make himſelf acceptable with God, or 
conſiderable among Men, by a warm Zeal 
in one Point, and as cold a Neglect of the 

other. Theſe things you ought to have done, 
and not have left the other undone; well. ſer- 
ving and well-doing ought not to juſtle and 
exclude each other, but both go hand in 

hand together in the Chriſtian Race; and 

whilſt we Render unto Ceſar the chings that 

are Cæſurs, we muſt give unto God the 
things that are God's, and ſee that his Poor 

and e have . The Connexion 

Ne e ought 


ö by At Rs 1 2 lle care; Is: 
„daf che Chriſtian Graces never appear ſo 
___ .*+ alableand-inviting'as when ey reflect a 
; Luſtre upon each other by ſhining, forth 
ip one bright Conſtellatien 
Wehr leads me to ſpeak more parti } 
 _ _ eaviyito heobligationsall. lovers of Peate 
Aa tfteir wil Security: ars under 10 the 
Ceunſcientious Practice and Dilcharge'o? the 
| | Duties: Ct 1 55 ELI. 59 1! Ln Uh 2855 Me 
een being 4 ocial Creature el greg In! 
dauſtry; and ſeated in the midFoRether 22 
ay Kite being $0 and qualified in his place to be 
| «2 .iii .7bothithe' Ob jet'and Diſtributer'of Goodneſs 
| and Power, 200 to conſult his Of jointly 
ir .c-rwiththe, intereſt and Welfare of His fellow. 
. * Softeis: He! 18 referred to learn Submiſſion 1 
i ob ki elder Brethren, thoſe holy Angels that 
YL have kept their first biene „und never 
Freoeliſted the Wilkef their heaven Futher at Wo! 
—_.:. time; but for Benefſcende, we are bid þ 
| _ Patrern'sf: him, after. Whoſe Image In 
| Luke vi. We Are made) anch he gere "as 825 Fee V 
E #ereiful, forms 012 
1 | ae the contrary, roldeligttt' in Emi 0 
| Jute 8. ty and Diſcofd, to defpiſ® donu nion, and Mt 
pra eil of ARnier, to be Werſe to allthe Wy 
ſarisfackion can plealore of wild and equi . 
table Gwernment; to ſhew ns reſpect to 
the Excelleht and Illüſtrious, nor bear any 
Hand Ineimations to thoſe in Circuinſtances 
belepdasz bur take delight in their Miſeries; 
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is che real Temper and Diſpoſition. the ac- 
"OR cfirfe@ Proviry and Furs oe the Devils them- 


ass 5 ſelves, 
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cles, who are 8 down KS 1 


nion of amic ble Spirits, aud Condemne 4 0 5 
the e Aarkne) 1 for ever. | "Ju e 13. 


be very Dignity: therefore of our "Ne. 8 1 
ture, if we duly, regard it, and deſire to 
iy a to. it, 15 enough to preſerve Wage: 1 
| Order. and to retain Men in the intereſt A: 
& 18 eace an Benignity. CT. 2510 725 by. 7 ' 
„The love of, opr Country, is mother as. 
me Cords of: aMan, that REN helpto ſtreng⸗ 
then, the Obligation. D 
-Our e $ Obſervation, chats 


„„ 


1 "> 


never 5 Nod, 1 Was e in 1 7 kae. 5 
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wived 15 common! eagle in; . N 1208 
Animoſitiesz the Foundation of Peace and 
Concord d being, deſtroyed, the; mighty Buil-; _ 
ro trex'd 4 be and at length ll, and . 
vas loſt 3 and.by uried in its own Ruins, 
Nothing is more lovely, nothing Moreuni-: | 
form and compact, than the face ofthe Pub- 
lick, whilſt a publick Spiritprevails and Men 
at on a | Looks and. kind Affection 
Khich will ſpirit andunite their Endeavours; 
= W{Wdefignand accompliſh. allthat way contri. 
„ Net the N an ee the Conſti: 


wry 


tution 5 5 


ke 


1 in 8 8 0 8 of f. it 7 BO you may 
. ſee pious Proviſion made for the FM: of 
God, Churches erected and endowed, Cha: 


 rity-Schools ſet up and founded evety where 


for the vertuous'Education'of Youth, Ho- 
ſpitals raiſed and employed for the Sick and 
Wig 5 and even comfort in ſtore for the 
poor Incurables: And all this directed and 
_ eftabliſh'd' by. the act of Sovereign Power, 
to as never to be Aboliſh'd or Abuſed. 

"Whilſt the wholeſome effects of Amity 
and Brotherly- -kindneſs are thus univerſally 
Aulplay d, with the utmoſt Luſtre and Ad- 
vantage, how beauteous and joyous is the 
| Spectacle? How bright, how attractive the 
Charms, when mercy and truth are met to- 
gether, Pighteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 


eachother { But above all, moſt ſtrictly does 

our holy Religion enforce theſe Duties of 

- Men in Covenant with God and one another, 
by Bonds that are not to be broken. 


When the glad Tidings of the Goſpel was 


brought down from Heaven, by the Miniſtry 
of Angels, What did they proclaim and pub- 
- liſh, bak glory to God moſt high, and on earth 
peuce and guod will towards men! The wel- 
fire of all Civil-Societies, Families, or States, 
was never placed upon ſo ſure a Foundation, 
zs when they became Chriſtian, and when 
the Kingdom of Heaven was taken into the 
Scheme, and People were taught to 3 
1 Glories of the other World, by living 
orderly and uſefully in this, under exact Con- 
. N to 5 i and * the 
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WHINE us Was Töung, he was ſubject tohis 
Parents and ec n wiſclom and in ſtature, 


N and in fon us both wil h Goll and nan. During 


tis Mintftfation he ever paid the due defe- 
fene kö thols in Authority; the Scribes and 


Phariſees chat ſat in M/ ers Chair, though none 


bbttze beſt ofen, and whoſe Vices he ſome- 


wies toek d ccallien to reprove. He was at the 


experice'sþ ©Mfiravle, rather than Cæſars Tri- 
bateſhowld be ohpa yd And at laſt was obedi- 


t exe dar Death An eng 4 good confeſſion r Tim. 


"before Pontus Plate the: Governour: And for 
nfs Liferit dhsone contifiued exerciſe of Bene- 
keene Feb f about doing goods He liad in- 
deed, ohn own, a Name and Supremacy, far 


| above. all Earth Powers and Kings and 
Connletiors camèand e eee e 
ut that he maght = 


Freſents to him at'his Birth. 


ec 
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create he AKpprekegſions in the temporal Pow- 


erg sen of IOW nithiot Sing he declared that 
unt of Aale, not calcu- 

| Tated t6 "kelp eftrintement or Alteration 
din afly ones Teil Rights;"/bat to prevaibonly 


lis dn Ax 


by che llkreſiſtdſe Power of Truth, and:Charins 


K Goodnels, And 2 ſügernätural Aſſiſtance. 


When lis ſent forth his Apoſtles to Difciple 
ab Convert the World, he arm'd them with 


no other Iuſtruction but this, be ye wiſe as. ſer- March, *. 


Malt) Brothers, who would have call d down 
Fig from Heaven; by faying, Ie know not 
vbat ma, 880 , 2 57 th 5 For the auf;, 
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 ethem. [They are his true Diſciples, Who love 
on ano her zu whE⁰ate ever Ailigent ig Clltiva- 
tingthoſę Gtaces that are eſſential to the Goſpel; 
24 4 | vu know them by:theirfi its: On the con- 
5 trary, let them be WHo they Will, and call them- 
ſelves by what ſaered Name they pleaſe, even 
thatof the Holy Jeſis himſelf, they are no So- 
Ciety of his Inſtituting; thoſe turbulent and un- 
ruly Folk, tlidt ate continually a o ing Sedi- 
Tion, whoſe Work and Buſineſt it is to diſſolve 
thbſe Bands that hold Mankind in order; making 
16gangerous:for: Magiſtrates to uſt the Sword, 


aud put the Laws in Execution; and unſafe to 


- © Worlhip God according to the light of Scripture 
and Conſcience. Thanks be to the good Pro- 


.  -videhtejthadthey are at preſent ſo fat removed 


fronbus, and we from them, as never more, | 
ue truſt, to anno his happy Alle. For ve 
gte nd. 72 Jearned: Chriſt: s; having t6- | 
-comed-the.minifiration, nut of condemnation, 
f enijpaation, and ſuch atis profitable unto 
alle An Office and Direction not to break in 
uplm the well-ſettled Tranquility and reaſon- 
able Satisfactions of Mankind; hat to plant 
Truth and Felicity, where it is not, and to 
the powerful Obligations that reſt upon us as 
Men, Inhabitams of this good Lantl, but ex- 
pectants of a better Country, Members of the 


'- 1 lally, theMinifters thereof, thus to perſevere 
. to the end of : our Days un receiving 3 ich Be- 
naefits from thoſe Above, and Conveying 21! 


* 2 ; obcy- 
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| obeying wellan#doing well, according to the 
Glory and Vertro which we ar 4 
We have nothing farther to obſerveconcern- 
ing theſe mutual Offices, but as they lo vingly 


weine together, ſo-they proceed from the ſame 
pure and uncorrupted Fountain; a Conſiderati- 
bn of the Will of God, and ſincere Obedience 
th his Inſtitutionz. to be lowly and obſervant 
to our Superiours, becauſe they-are liis Vice- 
erents; and to be kind and liberal to our In- 
Feriours, becauſe they are his Subſtitutes, and 
the good that is done to them in his Name, he 
Will place it to his own Account. An equal 
danger lies, leſt the aſcending Branch ſhould 
luxuriate into Oſtentation, and the deſcending 
degenerate into Selfiſnneſs, which will bereave 
them both of their Excellency: and Praiſe. 
The ſafeſt reliance may be laid upon thoſe that 
are ſollicitous about every thing that belongs 
to good Offices, but the P raiſe of Men and 
temporary Rewards. The River ſuſtains the 
greateſt Burden where it glides ſilently with- 
in its Banks; and the largeſt Alms are diſco- 
ver id without ſound of Trumpet. A true pub- 
lick Spirit and uncorrupt Integrity commands 
the Reſpect it aſpires not after; and the World 
tis to be hoped will become at length ſo Wiſe, 
to diſtinguiſh the Corn from the Droſs; and 
© | make well-doing the Teſt of well-affe&edneſs, 
dae and judge of Mens Faith by. their Works; 
ever eſteeming him the beſt Citizen and Subject, 
Be- that moſt diligently dilchargesthe Duties of his 
ace, and is juſt and faithful in all his Kela 
tions. Let commendable Actions flow from 88 
nligoas Principle, Jove io the gelbe,, 
8 075 e ST TY wn RL. 1 


N 


GO Kerr tb Wield M 
| Promiſes,” hope eee 
fetvent Chart . towards alu getz e Nen 
our labour bal not be in vi te B: YN 
III. Befides a moſt defseag le affch extent ve 
Advantage will attend it kor dees time now 
to come to what is pleaded in the Text, by 
way of Motive, for the join. Prgelleb Oft theſe 
Duties) in the Honour that will hereby re. 
dound to the holy Religion weprofeſs, in vin- 
dicating the Peaceableneſs and Purity thereof 
an d putting to ſilence the ignoranbe f. Neoliſt men. 
Tis a Calumny of long ſtanding, and as ill 
E as it is malicious; this, of arraying 
the Chriſtian Scheme in fo vage a Dreſs,” 25 
„ WW injuriousto' this eigne Atid Privileges 
of Mankind, and deſtructive of the Peace and 
Welfare of civil Soecſety; and yet, ſo apt to 
prevail, that at Th#falonica' thewhole People 
took this alarm, and cry d out, Thiſothar ber, 
rurnd the wörlil up ſide dotem un come bi- 
ther alſo. How Fu an Aſperſion'1 Was this 
upon thoſe Embaſſadorsof Peace And there- 
fore no wonder the Primitive Apologifts took 
ſach in exceeding Care to clear the Innocency 
of Chriſt's Plock and the Paſtors thereof, from 
any imputation of that eriminous Nature. 
When Celſus, the bittereſt Enemy of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, baſely reproach'd his Diſct- 
1 les for interfering with that indiſpenſible 
_ # oyalty they owed to the National Eſtabliſh- 
_ Origen c. ment: Origen challenges him to prove one In- 
115 ſtance, Se Y ome gf pyty rl Jvrſery t. 
gnetive, And the Apoſtolical Tomutins, founds Epiſco- 


b 25 Sen by Obedience df ah ur Aetna Eſſence of Chri 
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Life were what hey labour'd to diſtinguiſſn 


anch became Nurſing Fathers and Nurling Mo- 


his Kingdom, neglecting their worldly Affairs, 


fm the root of iFeſſe, the Gentiles rejoiced i in Rom. 


92 


gully OP Eu 4 0 OLE Nel. 
AV d x} capa Minutus Felix declares in * Pap 
all-their Names, that the Offices of a good 128. 


thamſelves by; non Eloquimur Magna ſed Vi- 
uin. Thus Truth and the light of Things 


| ſogti-wore off the Blemiſh, and upon a Fol 


anch fair Experience the Goſpel was 2 ay to 
bear the moſt favourable and moſt benevolent 


Aſpt& upon the Affairs of Families and States 


of any moral or religious Syſtem the World 


ever law; inſomuch, that the Kings and Rulers 
ptthe Earth, ſoon embraced the Yoakef Chriſt, 


thers to his Church. Tha firſt erection of it 
Was indeed the Occaſion, but not the Cauſe 
of: much Contention, as our Lord foretold. 
While his Servants were intent in ſetting up 


andtt ven Life it lelf, for the ſake of it, others 
were as reſolute in oppoſing and pulling It 
down. Perils aroſe from the Rage and Perſe- 
cution of a wicked World, and from the ſtrug- 
gle of Prejudice and Vice againſt Truth and 
Holineſs, But when the Branch ſprang up 


the Shadow of it, and all remainder of wrath 20. . 


19 reſirained, and the proſpect became ex- Plal.ixxvi, 
eeeding Uniform and 2 And thus it con- 
tinued, till, by the juſt Judgment of God up- 

on the Impieties of a corrupt Age, way was 
made for ſuch a torrent of Ignorance and Su 
perſtition, as darkned and deformed the face 


of Chriſtendom, and carried things back almoſt 


to buen Win by ain and Angel Wor- of 
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| ti Marks op in Rivalſhip to'God's; rhe ing 
* „046 4 0. longer own dſuftfeme, as the Apoſtle 
here enjoins, but an Ulurpation” made upon 
the Civil Power, which ſupported it ſelf by 
hw and F raud. Hence came ſtrange and 
Pernicious Doctrines, new Sacraments, and in- 
ſtead of the ancient Wholeſome Diſcipline, 
Which compleated the Slavery, a cruel Inqui- 
fition was ſer up; People were not permitted 
_ reaſonable Service, nor ſuffer d to underſtand 
their very Prayers, and what was yet worſe, 

they were deny d the Key of Heavenly Know: 
- ledge , and that Word which by God's Bleſſing 

is a one able to make them Wige and Holy here 

and eternally Happy in the World to come, was 


3 xi, =; kliph fromthem : The foundations being! 2 
* ſtroy d, what coulil the. righteous dos It is how- 


ecever a pious Satisfaction to recollect, that our 
bpPleſſed Reformers reſtor d primitive Chriſtiani- 
tyafter the ſame manner by which it firſt Eſta- 
bliſh'ditſelf, in ſtrict and peaceful compliance 

withall Authority both Human and Divine. But 
luke the firſt Propagaters of our holy Faith, they 
had this Object ion to encounter With. as if they 
were avowed Enemies to both. It was flung in 
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* their way by the Romaniſts, whoofall People 


in the World had the leaſt reaſon to bring the 
Charge, being ſo notoriouſly deticient in Point 
B 1% of Loyalty themſelves. The excellent Defen- 


1 Jevel's der of our Church, after having ſufficiently re- 


1 


22 torted the Objection againſt themſelves, and 


ui. reckon d up their traiterous Poſitions, and the 


horr ble Diſtürbances they have produced i in 
the World, and- ſhewn the unhappineſs of the 
Peopler that hve where ſuch eee 
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who 


ö Hie, o, hæc ſunt inſtitut an Herd. T hisis what Wwe 
| Profels and Practice, to ob 
| ſentfrom od. The Light of Hiſtory and con- 


unfairneſs of tlie Attempt, and how much they 
Will have to anſwer for, N Relpect, 


n Res e Hereſtp PI 5 75 9 


Es 


yPrinces-2sPerfotis © _ N | 
Rant evidence of Fact, Gi a Tenderneſs and 


| Impartiality that alwaysaceoſpanies juſt Com- 
mand, have prevented its working the intended 


06 


Effect: and as often as it has been made, learned © 
Men have ſtood up and ſhe wm it to proceed from 
the ſame virulent: Quiver, or another: that Ns . 
been under theſame Gondemnation, And they - 
indeed juſtly, but to lay any ſuch thing to the 
Charge of the Members or Miniſters of thishg+ 


AY 


| ty Communian;asſuch, as if they ſhoutd beany 


waysaverle to the vigilant Adyiiniſtration of a 
righteous Government, ſupporting andſupports 
ed by the Laws of God and Many and the Wel- 
fare of the People. Not to ſay any thing of the 
Maliciouſneſs and Fooliſhneſs of it, is an Accu- | 
ſation that muſt proceed from a wilful and cri- 
minal Ignorance of the frame of our Conſtitu- 
tion, the tenure of our Articles, the import of 
our Worſhip, and all our moſt del iberate and 
willing Engagements, to keep a conſcience void ne, 9h 
of offence, both towards God and towards man. 
They that would inſinuate the poſſibility ofa | 
Violarion oftheſe; ought ſeriouſſy to weigh the 


and conſequently weakning the Labours of 
thoſe that are employed in quite different Pur- 
poſes from what they would have believed. _ 
"ns however, it ay pleaſe God to ſuffer our 

1 to px 8 particular Caſe, by 
e and 9 0 ix theit we Arts, hoe” 
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=D ve 9 93 to no ee 0 ck o 
0 Defence wnder Providence, than what tlie Apo- 
ſtle here refers Wto, vis. 'thex atient continu- 
1 x ane of Well. doing. They mult be very wick 
ed and perverſe indeed, "ho perſiſt to aſt diſ. 
& - eſteem upon tlioſe they perceive intent on the 
F  moſtendearingOffices to Mankind in their ever- 
(Pet. i. laſting Concerns. For who is he that will barn 
4 ou, Fr e be followers of that which is good. 
The main Foundations of Righteouſneſs, Peace 

and Obedience, being thus ſecured, let us ſtrive 

to adorn and benefit the Doctrine and Commu- 
nity we belong to, by ſuch a faithful adherence 

to the one, and care of the other, as may beſt 
xeconcile the Minds of thoſe who differ from us, 
and recommend the Excellency of our Faith by 
the integrity of our Couverſation. So let on- 
ub bine before men, that they may ſee our good 
1 "te and glorify our Father which is in hea- 

= "And, as our Apoſtle concludes his Ad- 
1 Leet "7, 580 Honbi alt men, love the brot her hood Fear 
0 „ God, honour the king. Let the ſame Mind be in 
. . Fou which: was in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath taught 
8 Las anus, that it ic far more bleſſed to give than to re- 
Lede. eive, and ſhut not up your Bowels of Compaſ⸗- 
ion to the Poor; for though they cannot re- 
compence us, yet we ſhall be recom npenſed * 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt; Even in this un- 
 certain'State, Charity that ſeeketh not her own, 
"ſhall find much good, and Peace ſhall ariſe to 
en that love Peace. We ſhall thus engage the 
_ -Benefits of Heaven to 1 whom Heaven 
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